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The regular monthly Borough Council meeting was conducted on June 9, 2014, in Borough Hall, 958 

Main Street, Honesdale, PA.  Council President James L. Brennan, Jr., presided at the meeting, which 

was called to order at 6 PM 

 

Present were Council President James L. Brennan, Jr., Council Vice-President Bill Canfield, Robert 

Jennings, Scott Smith, Juanita Pisano and Harry DeVrieze.  Other Borough officials present 

included Borough Secretary Judith Poltanis, Solicitor Richard Henry, Mayor Jack Bishop, Police 

Chief Richard Southerton, Fire Chief Steve Bates, and DPW Director Richard Doney. 

 

Mayor Jack Bishop offered an opening prayer prior to the start of the meeting.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Hearing no objections, President Brennan declared the minutes of the May 12, 2014, regular meeting; 

May 14, 2014, public hearing; and the May 22, 2014, special Council meeting approved as presented. 

 

 

Nomination and Election of Council Member 

President Brennan asked the candidates for the vacant Council position if they wished to address 

Council.  The two candidates, Tina Pineiro and Daniel W. Barnes, each spoke briefly.  

 

Bill Canfield nominated Tina Pineiro for the vacant position.  Scott Smith seconded the nomination.   

Robert Jennings nominated Daniel Barnes for the position.  Juanita Pisano seconded the nomination.   

President Brennan declared the nominations closed. 

 

The roll call vote for Tina Pineiro was as follows: 

 Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Nay  Robert Jennings, Nay 

 Juanita Pisano, Nay  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Nay 

  

The roll call vote for Daniel Barnes was as follows: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Scott Smith, Nay  Bill Canfield, Nay  James Brennan, Aye 

 

President Brennan declared that Daniel Barnes was elected to fill the vacant Councilor position.   

 

Appointment of Councilor 

Motion:    Resolution #2014-012 Appointment of Councilor   

Scott Smith moved to adopt Resolution #2014-012 naming Mr. Daniel Barnes to fill the vacancy created 

by the resignation of Carolyn Lorent.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Daniel Barnes signed the required Residency Affidavit before Notary Public Judith Poltanis and then 

received the Oath of Office from Mayor Jack Bishop prior to taking a seat at the Councilor’s table. 
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Citizen Input 

1. Jenny Young.  Owner of Gravity Bowling Alley and Soft Serve Ice Cream Parlor.  She brought up 

an incident that occurred  at the VFW’s Memorial Day Parade involving a fire policeman and her 

float volunteers who were throwing popsicles from the float to people along the parade route.  She 

asked Council to consider changing the rule of handing bystanders candy, etc. rather than throwing 

it from a float back to allowing parade participants to throw candy.  She stated that if it were to 

remain than enforcement of the rule should be done across the board rather than singling out her 

float.  Discussion participants included President Brennan, Councilor DeVrieze, Secretary Poltanis, 

Mayor Bishop, Jenny Young, Audience Attendee Shelia Vaswami, Police Chief Southerton, and 

Fire Chief Bates.  Mayor Bishop stated that 16 years ago Council decided that no candy could be 

thrown from floats.  Other topics included the following: amount of popsicles distributed  were 600 

less that previous year; related a parade incident involving a skateboard performance that injured a 

bystander, possible education of fire police; the force of thrown candy can damage a retina, 

announcements just prior to the start of the parade about the rule, and that the Mayor and Fire 

Department personnel are handling the incident with the individual. Ms. Young volunteered to work 

on the Parade Committee. 

2. John Highhouse.  Works for Highhouse Oil.  He introduced Mark Yunco and Chris Herwic. He 

wanted to present plans for a 60,000 gallon propane vessel and talk about plans for a second one to 

be installed on their property Erie Street property.  He wanted Council’s input.  Councilor DeVrieze 

stated that the plans and application should be made to the Borough Planning Commission.  The 

following participated in discussion on the large production bulk propane plant:  President Brennan, 

Mark Yunco, Councilor DeVrieze, John Highhouse, Fire Chief Bates, Councilor Smith, and Alan 

Highhouse.  Mark Yunco from Somerset Engineering explained that the Highhouse operation will 

purchase the product from the pipeline and from its allocation be able to distribute to people in the 

Honesdale area.  He stated that the plans drawn go far beyond the required guidelines for tank 

safety.  John Highhouse stated that a fire safety analysis was done with Fire Chief Bates.  Councilor 

Smith stated that the Borough’s EMA plan would need to be updated, as well as the County plan 

when the plant is operating.  Alan Highhouse stated that the County has known about the project for 

three months and that he has attended the EOC quarterly meetings. 

3. Jane Theobald.  Owner of Art’s Babies and Beyond store, secretary for the Greater Honesdale 

Partnership and Chairman of the Shop Local Committee.  She asked everyone to “Celebrate Your 

Independents!”  She further stated that independent locally-owned businesses are essential to the 

local economy and community character where community-serving businesses owners and 

employees are the backbone of the civic life, local churches and charities.    Mayor Jack Bishop 

read aloud the Proclamation for the Celebrate Your Independents week which will be June 29-July 

5, 2014. 

4. Gail Tucker.   Executive Director of the Greater Honesdale Partnership.  She presented a request 

letter to Council regarding the GHP’s Sidewalk Sales Event, “Honesdale Goes Hollywood”.  The 

seven requests were added to the list of other request being considered for approval at the meeting. 

5. Mike Augello.  He stated that he read in the newspaper that merchants would like the traffic pattern 

to go back to two-way traffic.  He stated that there is a mistaken belief that the 2009 recession in the 

country was caused by the one-way traffic in Honesdale.   He stated that the changed occurred in 

October and the first and third week of the change was bad but that the GHP event was packed with 

people and that he had a successful November and fantastic December.  He stated that the recession 

hit Honesdale in February of 2010.  He does not feel the one-way traffic had an effect on his 



Honesdale Borough Council ---Approved Electronic Version 

Regular Meeting:  June 9, 2014        
 

Page 3 of 15 

 

business.  He stated with two-way traffic he had to wait at West St and Park St while lines of traffic 

was backed up to get to work.  With one-way traffic, he does not have any long waits to travel to 

and from work.  He doesn’t understand why some people feel one-way traffic is a problem.  His 

mother lives on 4
th

 Street where accidents occurred every couple of weeks with two-way traffic and 

now it is very seldom.  He believes that one-way traffic saved Honesdale especially during the 

recent construction.  He feels that gridlock would return if two-way traffic was reinstated. He stated 

that perceptions need to be separated from the facts when discussing conversion of one-way to two-

way traffic. 

6. Jeff Hiller.  President of the GHP.  He requested that the GHP be allowed to put letters spelling 

Honesdale on Irving Cliff to go with the Sidewalk Sales theme of “Honesdale goes Hollywood.”  

Councilor DeVrieze asked about the construction of the letters and insurance coverage.  Mr. Hiller 

stated that he was overseeing the making of the signs and that they would be attached to the safety 

fence on Irving Cliff. 

7. Rob Beam.  Uptown resident.  He stated that there is only one painted crosswalk in the uptown area 

and that is located near the library.  He requested that more intersections, such as where Shell is 

located, be painted to alert drivers to pedestrians. He stated that he requested the same thing last 

year.  He stated that even on West or East Streets, there are no painted crosswalks.  Participating in 

discussion were President Brennan, DPW Director Doney, Councilor Canfield, Councilor Smith, 

Mr. Beam, and Councilor Jennings.   The area has never been painted, only the downtown area and 

the library according to DW Director Doney.  Councilor Jennings stated that a meeting will be set 

up to discuss the issue including the Council President, Police Chief, DPW Director, Mr. Beam and 

the Safety Chair. 

 

Police Chief Southerton left the room at 6:46 PM and returned at 6:49 PM. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Motion  Treasurer’s Report  

Scott Smith moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented pending audit.  Juanita Pisano 

seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Requests 

1. Country Farmers Market, Use of Fred R. Miller Pavilion, giving up approved dates of June 20 and 

July 20; requesting Wednesdays, August 20, 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24, 3:30PM – 6:30 PM; Saturdays, 

August  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 and Sundays, Sept. 6, 13, 20, and 27 from 10 AM – 1:30 PM 

2. The ARC of Wayne County, requesting use of the pool for Dyberry Day Camp from July 1 through 

July 29 from Noon to 1 PM. 

3. Greater Honesdale Partnership, request to hold fireworks July 3 with rain date of July 6 on Irving 

Cliff; requests rope lines for protection of public on Irving Cliff; requests that Police secure Cliff 

path from the public; requests that a notice be put in the paper notifying that the Irving Cliff Park is 

closed the day of the fireworks; and that DPW clean up after the fireworks. 
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4. Greater Honesdale Partnership – Seven requests regarding their Sidewalk Sales event as presented 

by Gail Tucker early during the public comment period. 

5. Greater Honesdale Partnership –Request to erect letters spelling Honesdale for the GHP’s 

“Honesdale Goes Hollywood” event as presented by Jeff Hiller during the public comment period. 

 

Motion  Approval of Requests   

Bill Canfield moved that the requests be approved.  Scott Smith seconded the motion.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye   

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye 

 

Juanita Pisano left the room at 6:51 PM and returned at 6:52 PM. 

 

 

Correspondence and other communications 

President Brennan summarized the following correspondence: 

1. Wayne Conservation District    re: Aqua Pennsylvania Inc., Administrative Completeness Review, 

NPDES Permit #PA1026412003(2), Honesdale Main Replacement, Major Mod 2, found to be 

complete. 

2. PADEP    re:  Official Sewage Facilities Plan, Special Study for White Mills Area, Texas Twp, 

found to be acceptable and granted planning approval 

3. Wayne Co. Dept. of Planning /GIS  re: Timothy Finan, subdivision addition to adjoining parcel to 

form one combined lot. 

4. Civil Service Commission    re:  Rich Southerton qualified to be Chief of Police  

5. Jenny Young   re: fire police at Memorial Day Parade 

 

Reports of officials and committees 

Mayor’s Report   

Mayor Jack Bishop stated that he and the Police Chief met with the attended the four-company meeting 

of the fire department.  It was an eye-opening experience to see what the firemen do for this community.  

The fire police worked the Memorial Day Parade.  He speculated that within 10 years there may not be a 

fire department.   Mr. Brennan and he attended the Hawley Memorial Day parade.  The Mayor stated 

that he received letters from two 8
th

 Grade students expressing concerns in the community which he 

shared with the Police Chief and stated that he responded back to the students.  He stated that he has 

office hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays where he became involved with assisting two veterans.  The 

Mayor stated that State Senator Lisa Baker’s aide, Andrew Seder introduced himself and informed he 

that he will have office hours at the Court House every second and further Tuesday of each month from 

2 PM to 4 PM. Mayor Bishop announced that he will not be performing any marriages because he feels 

that either a minister or a priest should officiate at a wedding. 

 

 Police Chief’s Report    (in addition to written report) 

Police Chief Southerton thanked the fire police for working the Memorial Day parade.  He asked if an 

executive session could be conducted about hiring a police officer, something to do with the police cars, 

and reimbursements for per diems.  The Solicitor explained that the items did not fall under the 
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categories for an executive session.  Councilor Smith asked if the hiring exceeded the total number 

already granted for part time officers.  Chief Southerton replied that it did not.  Councilor Smith stated 

that he needed to provide the Safety Committee Chair the name to bring before Council to hire. 

Councilors DeVrieze, Canfield and Smith informed Chief Southerton that the total number of part time 

officers was limited to 15.  Chief Southerton stated that the marked Charger was to be advertised for sale 

but it was going into the garage for motor warranty work and he did not know when it would be 

available for sale.  If it were to be advertised for sale, then he would actually need another vehicle. He 

stated that he would speak with Councilor Smith about the reimbursements. 

 

Fire Chief’s Report      (in addition to written report) 

Fire Chief Steve Bates thanked Police Chief Southerton for acknowledging all that the fire police and 

the department does.  Chief Bates thanked the fire department responders who contained a fire recently 

on East Street.  He reminded everyone that Hose Co No. 1’s chicken barbecue would be held on July 6, 

2014.   

 

Parking Report 
Councilor Bill Canfield read aloud the Parking Report. 

 

Councilor Canfield stated that the street sweeper is back from being repaired and streets will be serviced 

when they can. 

 

Finance Committee Report 

Councilor Smith stated that the tax income is at about 95% compared to last year.  The parking meter 

and parking lot permits are down.  Overall the receipts are at 103% of the plan.  However the expenses 

are not doing as well.   Over spending over the plan has occurred.  Everyone needs to watch what is 

being authorized otherwise the Borough will be in trouble.    The police department labor figures are up. 

He stated that the Councilors received a memo about that.   

 

Councilor Canfield left and returned to the meeting at 7:11 PM due to coughing.  He left the meeting at 

7:12 PM. 

 

Councilor Smith explained findings regarding to the two pension plan audits by the state which were 

recently conducted.  In addition, he also stated that an audit of the Firemen’s Relief Association is 

available for inspection.  He stated that he would discuss with President Brennan the draft audit findings 

of the Borough’s auditors.  Councilor Smith stated that a Liquid Fuels Certificate of Deposit which is 

due soon will automatically renew for one year.  He stated that the Borough reflected well in a recent 

workers compensation performance review compared to others in the group.  All Councilors received a 

copy. 

 

Building & Zoning Committee Report 

 

Motion:   Irving Cliff Brewery & Bottling Co. – Conditional Use Hearing Application 

Harry DeVrieze moved to advertise for a conditional use hearing for the Irving Cliff Brewery and 

Bottling Co. to be scheduled for the following date: July 14, 2014  at the following time: 5:30 PM.  

Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 
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Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye   

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

Councilor Canfield returned to the meeting at 7:16 PM in time to vote as follows:  Bill Canfield, Aye 

 

Motion:  Resolution Fee Schedule  

Harry DeVrieze moved to adopt Resolution #2014-013 updating the Fee Schedule for Honesdale 

Borough.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  Councilor Smith questioned if the resolution needed to 

be advertised.  Solicitor Henry stated that it did not. MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye 

 

Councilor DeVrieze stated that correspondence was received regarding a resident residing at the corner 

of Tracy Street and Tryon Street.  He stated that the issue was being addressed.   

 

He stated that correspondence was received concerning a leaking sewer line on a Willow Ave property 

near Cliff Street.  This issue has been addressed by the sewer authority  and the owner.  The problem has 

been taken care of. 

 

A meeting is being set up with the owners of Sunrise Trailer Park not just the local agents due to issues 

like extension cords through ditches and other items. 

  

Parks & Recreation Committee Report 

Scott Smith stated that the opening day for the pool would be June 16, 2014, and that the Pool 

Appreciation Day will be June 22, 2014. 

 

Motion: Appreciation Day at Pool  

Scott Smith moved that Borough Council authorize $500.00 from the Pool Budget for the annual 

Appreciation Day Free Swim at the pool on Sunday, June 22, 2014.  Juanita Pisano seconded the 

motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye   Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye   

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye 

 

Councilor Smith stated that Leeward is working with Rich Doney on the repairs of pool tiles.  Mr. 

Doney stated that Rick Linde purchased and had his crew install the tile.   Councilor Smith stated that a 

letter of appreciation will be sent to him.  President Brennan mentioned recognition on the plaque that is 

at the pool.    

 

 

Motion:  Hiring of Lifeguards     

Scott Smith moved to hire the following as lifeguards for the 2014 pool season at the standard wage 

rates established on the Honesdale Borough Pool Rate Chart:    Valerie Gaglione,  Michaela Konzman, 
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Molly Morgan, Ryan Ordnung, Noah Pietraszewski, Tristan Protzman, Caitlyn Robbins, Leah 

Schweighofer, and Rex Schweighofer.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.    MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye Robert Jennings, Aye   

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye Bill Canfield, Aye  

James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: Employee Free Membership  

Scott Smith moved that Borough Council authorize a free Family Membership to all Borough employees 

for the 2014 season.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  

James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Grants Committee Report 

Juanita Pisano provided updates on the following grants: 

1. Wayne County Community Foundation, flashing crosswalk sign 

2. ARLE Grant for another Speedminder 

3. CDBG Grant for the generator for the police department was denied.  Jackie Young will be in 

when the hearing is scheduled and Council will be able to reallocate the $5,000.00. 

4. Multimodal Transportation grant for flashing beacon crosswalk signs 

5. USDA grant for the Fire Department 

 

 

Safety Committee Report 

Councilor Bill Canfield updated Council on the recent meeting with PennDot regarding the traffic signal 

timing from Terrace Street to Brown Street.  The meeting began at the signal at Dave’s Super Duper 

where PennDot officials discovered that the unit was malfunctioning since the current date was not 

displayed.  In addition, when the cameras were installed at Cliff and Willow, the signal at Dave’s Super 

Duper was never configured for the camera but was left trying to read broken loops.  The computer there 

has not been updated since CVS installed the new traffic signal.   The infrastructure of the traffic on 

Willow Ave is too small to accept the volume to traffic according to the PennDot officials. Councilor 

Canfield stated that the PennDot officials suggested that traffic be changed back to two-way.  He stated 

that the PennDot officials were going to work on getting a digital signal to stop the right-on-red if a 

pedestrian pushes the button on 4
th

 Street to cross.  Another traffic study will be done by them.  The 

PennDot officials don’t know if the controller was hit by lighting or if there was an extended power 

outage and both the signal at Terrace Street and Cliff Street say that there are broken loops.   They will 

get back to him.   Councilor Canfield stated that the signals are insured.  The controller at Dave’s Super 

Duper has approximately $160,000.00 worth of equipment in it.   

 

Councilor Canfield stated that there will be no charge to the Borough for the work done by them.  

Councilor Jennings stated that the Knaz compliment will be resolved.   

 



Honesdale Borough Council ---Approved Electronic Version 

Regular Meeting:  June 9, 2014        
 

Page 8 of 15 

 

 

Motion: Fire Company Distribution  

Robert Jennings moved that the Borough Council release funds in the amount of $16,000.00 to the four 

fire companies with each company receiving $4,000.00 from the Fire Tax Revenue.  Scott Smith 

seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  

James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: Sale of Crown Victoria  

Robert Jennings moved that the Borough Council re-advertise the sale of the 2008 Ford Crown Victoria 

through an electronic auction on govdeals.com.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTION 

CARRIED.   

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye   Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: Appointment of Richard Southerton to Police Chief with 1-Year Probation  

Robert Jennings moved that consistent with Council’s nomination of May 12, 2014, and request for 

Honesdale Borough Civil Service Commission’s review and response, and the May 23, 2014, 

determination of the Civil Service Commission that Richard Southerton is qualified to serve as Chief of 

Police of Honesdale Borough, he moved to appoint Richard Southerton as Honesdale Borough Police 

Chief on a one-year probationary status and at a continuation of his existing salary effective immediately 

and that as Police Chief he shall exercise full and complete command and control of the Honesdale 

Borough Police Department and exercise any and all functions as included in the job description enacted 

by Borough Council on December 9, 2013.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.  

 

Councilor Smith stated that it was his belief that Southerton’s salary could not remain the same but must 

be elevated to what the police contract dictates.  Solicitor Henry stated that the protection he gets from 

Civil Service is either part or not part of the motion and he stated that if he gets that that protection then 

he is covered under the collective bargaining agreement.  Councilor Smith stated that he did not recall if 

the Civil Service protection was in the motion.  Solicitor Henry stated that it was not.   

 

Police Chief Southerton stated that one could be offered Civil Service protection without being part of 

the collective bargaining unit.  Councilor Smith stated that that statement was not quite true because you 

need to separate the police officers’ association from the collective bargaining unit.  Smith further stated 

that the bargaining unit is anyone qualified to be in it.   Councilor Smith stated that Council needed to 

pull that out or comply with the contract.   Police Chief Southerton stated that he knows other police 

chiefs who have Civil Service protection without being in a collective bargaining unit.   Solicitor Henry 

stated that the prepared motion does not address Civil Service protection.   
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President Brennan stated that the current motion hires him as Chief of Police.  Councilor Smith stated 

that it goes beyond that with language outside the contract and he asked the Solicitor if the Council 

would be legally bound by that.  Solicitor Henry stated that Council could appoint Mr. Southerton as the 

Chief of Police on a temporary basis at a continuation of his existing salary.  Councilor Smith stated that 

he heard the motion include a probationary period which is not temporary basis because it would be 

permanent after that time unless Council had any issues.   Solicitor Henry agreed with Councilor Smith 

but stated that Council could continuation Mr. Southerton at his current salary.  Solicitor Henry stated 

that he was incorrect if he used the word temporary earlier.  Solicitor Henry suggested that Mr. Smith 

look at the copy of the motion so that he understands what we are doing.   After review, Councilor Smith 

stated that a probationary period becomes permanent after the one-year period.  Solicitor Henry agreed. 

Councilor Smith stated that the contract specifically calls out the salary of a Chief of Police and he 

expressed his concern that Council would be wrapped up in another legal issue if we don’t comply with 

a contract that Council chose.  Councilor DeVrieze said that he did not understand what the issue was 

that for the last 6 or 7 months Mr. Southerton was Acting Police Chief and the HPOA has gone out of 

their way to not make him Acting Police Chief and now that he was qualified by the Civil Service 

Commission they are forcing him to join the collective bargaining unit whether he wants to or not.  

Councilor Smith stated he is not being forced to join the union but he does become part of the collective 

bargaining unit which is a different entity than the union.  Police Chief Southerton stated that there is no 

union but an association.  Councilor Smith stated that the contract was negotiated under the law for 

collective bargaining units with the police officers association.  Councilor DeVrieze said that he thought 

Council passed a resolution which says that the Police Chief works for Council and works as a liaison 

between Council and the HPOA and expressed concern that if he was forced to join the HPOA than 

there wouldn’t be a middle man anymore. Councilor Smith stated that by state definition he becomes a 

member of the collective bargaining unit. Councilor DeVrieze said that the contract was negotiated with 

the HPOA as the collective bargaining unit.  Councilor Smith stated that up to now all the members of 

the collective bargaining unit were members of the HPOA.  He stated that the contract spells out a 

specific salary for Chief of Police and that now Council does not wish to abide by the contract.  Solicitor 

Henry asked if the rank differential was the only question on the motion.  Councilor Smith replied in the 

affirmative.  Solicitor Henry stated that Council can see if there are any other questions and then vote.  

 

Councilor Smith raised the question about other benefits that are offered to other full time employees 

and asked if Council was going to offer them to the Chief of Police.  Solicitor Henry stated that he didn’t 

think Council needed to do that at this meeting and that Council could amend their motion if they chose 

to and he stated that a higher salary could be established at a later time, as well.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye   

Robert Jennings, Aye     Juanita Pisano, Aye  Bill Canfield, Abstained for the same 

reason as last month which is that he feels the position should have been advertised.   

James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Streets Committee Report 

Councilor Canfield summarized correspondence received regarding the PennDot Winter Service 

Agreement between Honesdale Borough and PennDot. 
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Motion: PennDot Winter Service Agreement  

Bill Canfield moved that Borough Council accept the proposed PennDot Winter Service Agreement for 

2014-2015.  The Borough will receive $8,419.56.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.  MOTION 

CARRIED.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye     Bill Canfield, Aye   

James Brennan, Aye 

 

Councilor Canfield brought up for discussion the removal of the mid-block crosswalk at the post office. 

He stated that it was highly illegal and never approved by PennDot.  Councilor Canfield stated that on 

November 13, 2013, a meeting was attended by President Brennan, Councilor Jennings, Traffic 

Engineer Mary Bogart, DPW Director Doney, and PennDot officials where this subject was mentioned. 

Councilor Canfield stated that until a letter is sent to PADOT Sarah Fenton, approval of Aqua’s project 

will not be made. 

 

 

Motion : Mid-Block Crosswalk  Main Street #1   

Bill Canfield moved to have the crosswalk in front of the post office removed because it is not legal and 

it will pave the way for PennDot to issue the permit to Aqua.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.  

 

Discussion ensued with highlights noted. President Brennan stated that PennDot inquired if the Borough 

had a permit number for the original installation of the crosswalk. President Brennan asked if PennDot 

would issue a permit for the crosswalk.  Councilor DeVrieze stated that PennDot will not issue one for 

it.  President Brennan suggested that due to the historical value of the crosswalk that Council should 

request that PennDot issue a permit to the Borough.  Councilor DeVrieze stated that PennDot has 

regulations about the placement of a crosswalk within so many feet of another crosswalk.   President 

Brennan stated that PennDot is destroying all that the small town has over the objections of Council.  

President Brennan stated that Council should not acquiesce to PennDot until all avenues have been 

explored to allow the crosswalk including contacting state legislators about it.   Councilor Smith stated 

that if there is a crosswalk anywhere, when the project comes along then the crosswalk must be ADA 

compliant.  Councilor Canfield said that costs would involve engineering to be done.  Councilor 

Jennings stated that it would be a hardship on those who have used the crosswalk for years.  Councilor 

DeVrieze stated that even if the crosswalk is removed, people will still cross there.  DPW Director 

Doney stated that he spoke with Bob Kretschmer earlier in the day and that he said the crosswalk had to 

come out and that he spoke with Joe Tolerico and Bob Wasilchak who told him that it has to come out. 

Mr. Doney continued by saying that Aqua will not pay for it and that a crosswalk cannot be within 300 

feet of another crosswalk.  Mr. Doney stated that PennDot records go back to 1963 and no permits from 

that time were issued for that crosswalk.  Mr. Doney stated that if someone gets hit the Borough will be 

sued not PennDot.  Councilor DeVrieze stated that the impression he got was that PennDot was not 

aware of the crosswalk until the meeting with Borough officials.  Councilor Jennings said that Council 

has a responsibility to try to keep it.  Mr. Doney said that the surveys had been completed and that there 

isn’t enough people who cross there and that sight distances have been done.  Mr. Doney said that every 

survey that was sent was mailed back to PennDot.   President Brennan stated that he would like to see 

the surveys. Mr. Doney said that Councilor Brennan helped do the surveys.  President Brennan stated 

that he was supposed to but then did not do any surveys.  Solicitor Henry asked Councilor Canfield 
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when PennDot needed the result of his motion.  Councilor Canfield deferred the question to Mr. Doney 

who said that Entech is awaiting the executed letter from Honesdale Borough.  President Brennan stated 

that the letter says “at our request”, but he said that it is not being requested by the Borough to remove 

the crosswalk.   

 

Multiple people began speaking at the same time including audience members Bill McAllister and Jerry 

Theobald and then President Brennan and Mr. Doney began to exchange words. Solicitor Henry 

interjected and stated that it is up to the seven members of Council to make decisions on the information 

provided to them.  President Brennan suggested that PennDot be contacted to attempt to get a permit for 

the mid-block crosswalk.  Multiple people began speaking at the same time.  Borough Secretary Poltanis 

requested that the Council President acknowledge speakers so that the minutes could be taken 

accurately.     

 

President Brennan acknowledged Jerry Theobald.  Mr. Theobald recalled that PennDot repairs Main 

Street in the 1972 he believed and that people could take the bricks from the project. He stated that 

PennDot but the curbs and sidewalks back since it wasn’t a Borough project. He asked why did PennDot 

put the crosswalk back in if it was not permitted?  Councilor Jennings asked Bill McAllister to speak.  

Mr. McAllister compared this situation to the Church Street bridge project.  Mr. McAllister felt that if 

the Borough Council did not act, Aqua would be delayed in their project by 3 or so months. He 

suggested that Council let Aqua do the project and then let Council come back to the crosswalk issue.  

Councilor Jennings recognized Mayor Bishop who stated that Mr. Doney did what was told to do and he 

felt that Council should let Aqua get their project started and then Council could try to get the crosswalk 

back. 

 

Motion Amendment:  Mid-Block Crosswalk  

Councilor Canfield amended his motion to read to remove the mid-block crosswalk in front of the post 

office and to forward a letter to PADOT (Sarah Fenton) indicating that the Borough would like to 

eliminate this crosswalk.  Councilor DeVrieze agreed to the amendment. 

 

Solicitor Henry inquired as to how long it would take not so much to submit an application to continue 

with the crosswalk but to take to get a response from PennDot.  Councilor Canfield stated that ADA 

ramp designs would have to be submitted also.  Solicitor Henry stated that if you want to pursue this 

motion do so without prejudice and then reserve the right to apply for a continuation of the crosswalk in 

the future or something like that.  He further suggested that perhaps Council could postpone that and 

remind PennDot that the curb cuts were put in by them when they renovated Main Street 40 years ago.  

He stated that just because PennDot says this today doesn’t mean that it eliminates things that have been 

there for years and years and years.  He offered Council the options of postponing action and try to 

soothe Aqua by describing Council’s concern or if you consider action to take the crosswalk out at least 

preserve your right to apply to perpetuate it to the future.  The motion was withdrawn by Councilors 

Canfield and DeVrieze.   MOTION WITHDRAWN.  

 

 

Motion : Mid-Block Crosswalk  Main Street   

Bill Canfield moved to remove the mid-block crosswalk in front of the post office and reserve the 

Borough’s rights to reinstall (the crosswalk) at a future date.      Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.   

MOTON CARRIED. 
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Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Abstained due to not having knowledge of the issue 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Nay 

 

Councilor Canfield and Mr. Doney spoke about a line of credit that was requested for a CDBG project. 

Councilor Smith stated the line of credit is so that PennDot could either finish a project or restore the 

project back to the original condition.  Clarification was made that the actual contractor provide the 

letter of credit to PennDot. 

 

Unfinished Business 

Time Clock  

Councilor Canfield stated that he had obtained the price of a time clock with rack and cards for Borough 

Hall.  The quote is for $407.98.  Councilor Pisano asked if the police department would be getting a time 

clock.  
 

Employee Handbook 

Councilor Smith updated Councilors on the current draft of the employee handbook.  Councilor 

DeVrieze said that a few changes could be made. President Brennan related the history of the changes of 

the employee handbook.  Councilor DeVrieze will forward his corrections to Councilor Smith. 

 

Anchor Building  

Councilor Jennings asked if repayment would begin in June.  Councilor Smith stated that he did not 

know without looking it up.  Councilor DeVrieze stated that he thought it was June or July and that they 

are legally bound to make those payments.  Councilor Jennings asked if the building work was done.  

Councilor DeVrieze said that the fire escape had not been put up yet.   

 

New  Business 

Mayor Bishop asked if President Brennan was going to appoint Councilor Barnes to the Parks and 

Recreation Committee.  He also asked to be invited to committee meetings so that he could meet the 

members.  If there are any openings, please contact him.   

 

 

Review and authorization to pay bills 

Motion: Bills Payable Report -  GENERAL FUND  

Scott Smith moved to authorize payment of invoices in the General Fund List in the amount of 

$49,669.96.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTON CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

 

 

 



Honesdale Borough Council ---Approved Electronic Version 

Regular Meeting:  June 9, 2014        
 

Page 13 of 15 

 

Motion: Bills Payable Report -  LIQUID FUELS FUND  

Scott Smith moved to authorize payment of invoices in the Liquid Fuels Fund List in the amount of 

$3739.05.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  .  MOTON CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  

James Brennan, Aye 

 

Adjournment 

 

Motion   Adjournment 

Robert Jennings moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 PM.  It was seconded by Juanita Pisano.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis, Borough Secretary 

 

Attachments:    

 Agenda 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

 
  Honesdale Borough Council  

Meeting:  Monday, June 9, 2014      Time: 6 PM 

Meeting Location:  958 Main Street, Honesdale  (second floor, handicap accessible) 

AGENDA 

Call meeting to order. 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

Action on minutes of previous meeting(s) 

 May 12, 2014 Regular Meeting 

 May 14, 2014 Public Hearing 

 May 22, 2014 Special Meeting 

Council Applicants to Speak 

 Appointment by Resolution #2014-012 

 Residency Affidavit 

 Oath of Office 

Citizen input, by sign in 

Treasurer’s Report 

 Accept pending audit 

Requests 

6. Country Farmers Market, Use of Fred R. Miller Pavilion, giving up approved dates of June 20 and July 20; requesting Wednesdays, August 20, 27, 
Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24, 3:30PM – 6:30 PM; Saturdays, August  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 and Sundays, Sept. 6, 13, 20, and 27 from 10 AM – 1:30 PM 

7. The ARC of Wayne County, requesting use of the pool for Dyberry Day Camp from July 1 through July 29 from Noon to 1 PM. 

8. Greater Honesdale Partnership, request to hold fireworks July 3 with rain date of July 6 on Irving Cliff; requests rope lines for protection of public on 
Irving Cliff; requests that Police secure Cliff path from the public; requests that a notice be put in the paper notifying that the Irving Cliff Park is closed 

the day of the fireworks; and that DPW clean up after the fireworks. 

Correspondence and other communications   

6. Wayne Conservation District    re: Aqua Pennsylvania Inc., Administrative Completeness Review, NPDES Permit #PA1026412003(2), Honesdale 

Main Replacement, Major Mod 2, found to be complete. 

7. PADEP    re:  Official Sewage Facilities Plan, Special Study for White Mills Area, Texas Twp, found to be acceptable and granted planning approval 
8. Wayne Co. Dept. of Planning /GIS  re: Timothy Finan, subdivision addition to adjoining parcel to form one combined lot. 

9. Civil Service Commission    re:  Rich Southerton qualified to be Chief of Police  
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10. Jenny Young   re: fire police at Memorial Day Parade 
 

Reports of officials and committees 

Solicitor 

Mayor’s Report   

1. Proclamation – Independent Businesses Week 

 Police Chief’s Report    (in addition to written report) 
 Fire Chief’s Report      (in addition to written report) 

 Parking Report     (in addition to written report) 

 Director of Public Works Report    (in addition to written report) 

Finance Committee Report 

1. Monthly Financial Reports 

2. Auditor General Reports – Pension Funds 

Building & Zoning Committee Report 

1. Irving Cliff Brewery & Bottling Co. – Conditional Use Hearing Application 

2. Fee Schedule Resolution #2014-013 
3. Correspondence – Cathy Black  re: Willow Ave property 

4. Correspondence – Bill Musgrove 

5. Correspondence –Entech re: Aqua PA –Crestmont Booster Station Replacement Project 

Parks & Recreation Committee Report 

Grants Committee Report 

Safety Committee Report 

1. Sale of Police Vehicle –Crown Victoria 

2. Correspondence –PennDot   re: traffic signal meeting 

Streets Committee Report 

1. PennDot – 2014-2015 Winter Service Agreement Renewal 

Ordinances or Resolutions 

Unfinished Business 

1. Time Clock 

New business 

Review and authorization to pay bills 

1. Bill Payables Report – General Fund  

2. Bill Payables Report – Liquid Fuels 

 

Adjournment 

 

Unfinished Business Not Ready for Action: 

1. Safety Committee:  Full-Time Clerical Position for Police Dept. 
2. Streets: Cottage Street – Speed Limit 

3. Ad-hoc Committee:  Employee Handbook Update  

5. Ad-hoc Committee:  Anchor Building Project Update 
6. Ad-hoc Committee:  One Way Traffic Complaint Committee 

 

Business Waiting Outside Action: 

1. Planning & Zoning:  Planning Commission –Zoning Ordinance Update 

2. Safety Committee:  Drug Task Force Ordinance Amendment Update    

 

     Treasurer's Report          Page 1 

May 31, 2014 
      Asset     Liability 

General Fund 
    Checking Account $263,238.15  

 
Tax Anticipation Note $200,000.00  

Savings Account $2,620.06  
 

2004 General Obligation 
Note(10YR) $20,763.37  

CD  Due 07/14/2014 $28,142.64  
 

2011 General Obligation 
Note(4YR) $161,326.26  

CD Stourbridge Railroad $0.00  
             

Payroll Fund 
    Checking  Account $775.19  

             

Parks and Recreation Fund 
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     Savings Account $2,070.51  
   

               

Highway Aid Fund 
    Checking Account $1,006.58  

   Savings Account $198,213.16  
   CD Due 06/30/2014 $29,497.46  
    CD Due 09/10/14 $17,466.89  
             

Local Services Tax Fund 
    HNB Checking Account $1,190.50  

             

G.O. Sinking Fund 
    MMDA $31,920.24  

             

Fire Loss Escrow 
    Checking Account $13,324.84  

             

Rev. Doherty Fund 
    Savings Account $19,874.16  

             

Pension Fund 
    MMDA Account $25,822.53  

             

Police Grant Account 
    Checking $805.45  

             

Disaster Assistance 
    Checking Account $12,667.94  

             

GO SINKING FUND 2014 
  

2014 Loader Loan $46,959.65  

Checking Account $515.98  
        DPW SINKING FUND 2011 

  
2011 Truck Loan $30,396.00  

MMDA Account $5,895.72  
   CONTINGENCY FUND  

    Checking Account $2,039.11  
   2011 G.O. Note 

    MMDA Account $1,063.16        

Parks & Rec  
    Checking Account $172.50  

   

     Sub-totals $658,322.77  
  

$459,445.28  

Difference 
  

$198,877.49  
  

 

 

 


