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A special meeting was conducted on June 24, 2014, in Borough Hall, 958 Main Street, Honesdale, PA.  

Council President James L. Brennan, Jr., presided at the meeting, which was called to order at 6:59 PM. 

  

Attending were Council President James L. Brennan,  Robert Jennings, Scott Smith, Juanita Pisano, Dan 

Barnes and Harry DeVrieze.   Other Borough officials attending included Borough Secretary 

Judith Poltanis, Solicitor Richard Henry, Mayor Jack Bishop and Police Chief Southerton. 

 

Mayor Bishop offered a prayer prior to the start of the meeting. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

President Brennan stated that the meeting would begin with the crosswalk. 

 

Citizen Input 

Steve Clark.  Area Manager of Aqua, Honesdale Division.  He wanted to convey Aqua’s perspective on 

the issue of the crosswalk and its proposed project.  As Council knows, Aqua is seeking a permit from 

PennDot to do a water main replacement on Main Street. He stated that PennDot is requiring ADA 

ramping to be done and that UGI will share the cost of final restoration at the end of the project. He 

stated that during the design phase, PennDot determined that the crosswalk would have to be removed 

because it did not meet the current design criteria.  Several crosswalks on Main Street do not meet the 

current design criteria. The plan was to remove the crosswalk. He said that he is not sure how it got out 

that the crosswalk was to be removed and that the Borough wants to retain it.  Aqua doesn’t care where 

the crosswalk goes as long as someone tells us where they go.  Aqua doesn’t care if PennDot issues a 

waiver for a crosswalk that doesn’t meet the standards.  Aqua will do whatever the governing entities 

want done; however, Aqua would seek indemnification from any liability if the crosswalk stays.  If 

someone gets injured, Aqua does not want to be tied to the liability because doesn’t meet the current 

specifications.  He stated that the crosswalk is not in the current design so he doesn’t know who will pay 

for any design contract changes.  He further stated that the current crosswalk leads to a driveway so that 

if a crosswalk is retained it would not be as it is now. He stated that in his opinion the Borough should 

pay for the two ADA ramps that are not required. 

 

Councilor Smith asked him what the impact would be if the Borough decided to rescind its motion. Mr. 

Clark stated that the review process is ongoing and has not been stopped.  PennDot has 30 days to 

review the permit and that time is close now.  The project would be impacted with delays. Aqua will not 

go to bid until a PennDot permit is issued.   

 

President Brennan said the issue falls under the Safety Committee and asked Robert Jennings to speak.  

Councilor Jennings stated that he contacted Curt Tran of Entech Engineering who is working with Aqua 

and that he contacted PennDot who stated that if the Borough wants the crosswalk then it would have to 

take the liability of the crosswalk.    

 

Discussion ensued with the following participating:  President Brennan, Councilor Jennings, Steve 

Clark, Councilor Smith, Mayor Bishop and Solicitor Henry.  Discussion topics included:  the question of 

who pays for the design change; and the possibility of formulating a letter to be sent to Aqua giving 

alternatives; and the impact of delaying the project on Aqua and the community; contacting Traffic 

Engineer Mary Bogart; acceptable designs due to the slope of the existing sidewalk; the driveway issue; 

the cost may be anywhere from $5,000 to $7,000 for the design change per ramp so it would be 
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approximately $15,000.00; and the Mayor stated that he provided a letter of support for the crosswalk; 

and the request from Aqua to write a letter to PennDot asking that the crosswalk be eliminated. 

 

Motion: Mid-Block Crosswalk Issue Tabled 

Councilor Jennings moved to table it at this time.   MOTION DIED DUE TO LACK OF SECOND. 

 

Solicitor Henry suggested that the Borough write a letter to Aqua requesting an estimation of the dollar 

amount to include the two ADA ramps in the project.  The request could include a request of Aqua to 

fund the inclusion as well. 

 

President Brennan directed Solicitor to draft that letter for Council. 

 

 

Motion: Mid-Block Crosswalk  rescind  

Robert Jennings moved to rescind the motion made by Bill Canfield on January 9, 2014, to remove the 

mid-block crosswalk in front of the post office.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.    The motion was 

amended to change the date to June 9, 2014.  MOTION CARRIED.   

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: Send Letter to Aqua Regarding Mid-Block Crosswalk 

Scott Smith moved that the Solicitor draft a letter requesting of Aqua the engineering costs to design an 

ADA ramp for the crosswalk in front of the post office and the estimation construction costs.  Juanita 

Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.   

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Solicitor Henry asked Steve Clark what the estimated completion date would be with final pavement.  

Mr. Clark said it would not be this year.   

 

 

Motion: Hiring Part time Police Officers 

Robert Jennings moved to hire the following as part time patrolmen at a rate of $16.50 per hour: 

Michael S. Church and Santos Rolon.   Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion:   Total Number of Part Time Officers  

Robert Jennings moved to increase the part time police officers number to 20 to be available or needed 

by the Chief.  Scott Smith seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 
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Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: SAFETY  Resolution #2014-014   

Robert Jennings moved Resolution 2014-014, Honesdale Borough Council, the Borough of Honesdale, 

Wayne County, Pennsylvania.  Whereas, on June 9, 2014, the Honesdale Borough Council appointed 

Richard Southerton to the position of Chief of Police of the Borough of Honesdale Police Department. 

Whereas, by motion of May 12, 2014, Honesdale Borough Council directed the Civil Service 

Commission of the Borough of Honesdale to subject Richard Southerton to a noncompetitive 

examination and certify that he is qualified to hold the position of Chief of Police under Section 5.3 of 

the Civil Service Rules; and whereas, by notification of May 23, 2014, the Civil Service Commission 

notified Honesdale Borough that Richard Southerton passed the noncompetitive examination designated 

by the Civil Service Commission and that he is otherwise qualified to hold the position of Chief of 

Police.  Now, therefore, be it resolved that:  consistent with the foregoing, Richard Southerton is hereby 

given the job tenure protection afforded by the Civil Service Rules of the Borough of Honesdale in the 

position of Chief of Police and that he may therefore not be removed from that position except for one 

of the reasons prescribed by Section 6.1 of the Civil Service Rules. Resolved this day of 2014.  Harry 

DeVrieze seconded the motion.    Councilor Smith asked Solicitor Henry if by giving him Civil Service 

protection is that the same as the collective bargaining unit and the contract would come into play.  

Solicitor Henry stated that he did not think that it was one and the same.  Police Chief Southerton stated 

that he has a bunch of case law that says that he doesn’t have to be part of the collective bargaining unit. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: Setting Salary for Police Chief  

Robert Jennings move based on the calculations of the Borough Treasurer to compensate Richard 

Southerton, Chief of Police, the following salary $58, 543.20; vacation days, 10; sick days, 15; holidays, 

11; personal days, 5; and life insurance, annual premium of $706.56.   Juanita Pisano seconded the 

motion.   Councilor Smith questioned Councilor Jennings as to the number of personal days since 

everyone else gets four.  The motion was amended to change personal days to four.    

 

Councilor Smith asked about the medical, vision, dental and pension benefits that are usually offered to 

employees. He stated that if the position of Chief of Police is not part of the bargaining unit than he will 

be a non-uniform employee.  Will it be treated as a non-uniform pension plan and which medical 

package will be offered, the non-uniform or the police medical package.   Councilor Jennings stated that 

it would be up to the Solicitor.  Solicitor Henry stated that the motion could be amended to say “and 

with the standard health, dental, vision package.”  Councilor Smith suggested the non-uniform package 

for health, medical and pension.   President Brennan stated that Council needed to wait and talk with 

Southerton about it.  Councilor Smith stated that regardless of which benefits he chooses Council should 

recognize that he is entitled to these benefits.  Chief Southerton asked if he could be covered under some 

type of malpractice insurance that is mentioned in the police contract.  
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The motion was amended to add “and with the standard health, dental, vision package and non-uniform 

pension package.”   The motion was further amended to add “together with the false arrest insurance 

package.”    Councilors Jennings and Pisano confirmed the added amendments. MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: Resignation of Sgt. Ronald Kominski 

Robert Jennings moved to accept the letter of resignation of Ronald A. Kominski dated June 24, 2014 of 

the Honesdale Borough Police Department.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.   Councilor Smith 

stated that Karen’s records are incomplete as to Kominski’s vacation time.  Chief Southerton suggested 

that it was the comp time rather than vacation was she did not track.  Councilor Smith insisted that it 

was vacation because she discussed it.  The numbers will be different.   Karen had 65 vacations.   The 

Solicitor suggested that Councilor Smith write a letter stating what the real numbers are.   MOTION 

CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: CD for Multimodal Transportation Grant  

Scott Smith moved to reallocate $51,361.00 being reserved for line painting in Liquid Fuels Fund to the 

multimodal transportation fund grant application for the purchase of rapid beacon signal pedestrian 

crosswalk signs.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.   MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion:  WCCAC Request Amendment  

Scott Smith moved to approve the additional request from the Wayne County Creative Arts Council for 

the addition of a 100’ mega obstacle course for the July 4 festivities in the northwest corner of Central 

Park for toddlers.  The GHP has no objection to the request.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.  

MOTION CARRIED.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion:   NHS  

Scott Smith moved to approve the request from NHS Human Services for the rate of $1.50 per person 

for admission to the Honesdale pool for their partial hospitalization program one day per week.  This 

rate is the same as last year.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Roll Call Vote: 
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Dan Barnes, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

Appointment of Committees: 

President Brennan appointed Dan Barnes as Parks and Recreation Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 

Finance Committee. 

 

Motion:   Resolution #2014-015   

Juanita Pisano moved to adopt resolution #2014-015 which designates an official to execute all 

documents regarding a grant application for multimodal transportation fund monies; describing the 

installation of rapid beacon signals for pedestrian crosswalks in the amount of $43,737.00.  Robert 

Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

 

President Brennan called an executive session for personnel matters of Officer Clarke at 7:54 PM. Those 

present for the executive session were President Brennan, Councilors Pisano, Jennings, Smith, Barnes, 

and DeVrieze, Solicitor Henry, Police Chief Southerton and Borough Secretary Poltanis.  Secretary 

Poltanis left the executive session at 7:56 PM. 

 

Regular session resumed at 8:04 PM.  

 

Motion: Removal of Officer Clark from the Part Time List 

Robert Jennings moved to remove Officer Clark from the part time list.  Scott Smith seconded the 

motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye    Juanita Pisano, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

President Brennan called another executive session for police personnel regarding Richard Grant at 8:04 

PM. Those present for the executive session were President Brennan, Councilors Pisano, Jennings, 

Smith, Barnes, and DeVrieze, Solicitor Henry, and Police Chief Southerton.   Regular session resumed 

at 8:07 PM. 

 

Adjournment 

Robert Jennings moved for adjournment at 8:07 PM.  Dan Barnes seconded the motion.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis, Borough Secretary 

 

 

No Agenda 


