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 A special meeting was conducted on November 17, 2014, in Borough Hall, 958 Main Street, 

Honesdale, PA.  Council President James L. Brennan, Jr., presided at the meeting, which was called to 

order at 6 PM.   Prayer was offered by Mayor Jack Bishop.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

  

Attending were Council President James L. Brennan, Vice-President William Canfield, and Councilors 

Scott Smith, Juanita Pisano, Robert Jennings, Harry DeVrieze and Dan Barnes. 

 

Other Borough officials attending were Secretary Judith Poltanis, Solicitor Richard Henry, Mayor Jack 

Bishop and DPW Director Richard Doney. 

 

No citizen wished to address Council at the meeting.   

 

Finance Committee   Budget Worksheets 

President Brennan had Finance Committee Chair Scott Smith explain the budget worksheets. He 

explained in detail about the current Borough debt and the remaining debt payments.  Councilor Smith 

explained that if the debt was decreasing then the debt tax should decrease.    He also explained that the 

pension obligation has increased and he would like to decrease debt and increase pension by the same 

amount leaving the total tax rate the same as 2014 for the purposes of figuring taxes for revenue on the 

summary level.   Councilor Smith answered Councilor DeVrieze question how the various taxes are 

accounted for on the various budget worksheets.   Councilor Smith stated that the worksheets show a 

shortfall of $174,819.00.   

 

Councilor Smith stated that the current set of budget worksheets does not include any raises for the non-

uniformed employees but does reflect the contractual increase for the police department.   He explained 

the adjustments to the Mobile Home Park Permit and Garage Sale Permit line items.   He continued 

down the line items in the revenue section explaining the basis for the figures inserted.    Councilor 

DeVrieze stated that more companies need to be contacting about giving in lieu of taxes.   Councilor 

Smith stated that requested adjustments to Rental Unit Fees and Alarm Fees were adjusted as per new 

inputs.    He stated that the revenues are “It is what it is” unless someone has a new source of revenue. 

He stated that the cable franchise tax was discussed a few years ago.  Councilor Smith stated that a tax 

increase would be recommended due to the shortfall.     Councilor Smith answered President Brennan’s 

question that if the Council agrees to keep the current expenses and give a raise to the non-uniform 

employees then taxes would need to be raised to make up the shortfall.  Councilor Smith explained the 

value of one mill for tax purposes.   The proposed tax sheet was received from the County so that the 

new millage would reflect a $163,000.00 shortfall since the value of a mill increased. 

 

 

Councilor Smith began the line item budget explanations of the expenses. He answered a question from 

Councilor DeVrieze regarding the increase in Councilor wages which was a 6% increase.   He answered 

a question from Councilor Canfield regarding Administration wages which is the secretary and the 

treasurer who is also paid under the local services tax collection wages.  Councilor Smith explained in 

detail the Administration planned expenses.   

 

Councilor Smith and Councilor DeVrieze explained in detail the repairs to Borough Hall and the Police 

Station in detail.   Councilor Smith suggested an option that the repairs be delayed to the 2016 budget.  

He spoke about the repairs to the old Borough garage which would be $30,000.00 according to DPW 
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Director Doney.  Discussion ensued with Councilor Smith, Councilor Canfield, President Brennan, and 

DPW Director Doney participating. 

 

Councilor Smith went into detail about the figures used in the budget worksheets concerning the full 

time and part time wages for the police department and other police expenses.  Discussion ensued with 

the following participating: Councilor Smith, Councilor Canfield, Councilor DeVrieze, President 

Brennan, Councilor Jennings, Councilor Pisano, Mayor Bishop and DPW Director Doney.  Discussion 

topics included work being done by a detective and whether or not that position could be eliminated; 

debate over whether to purchase or lease a new police vehicle and the grant for a new police vehicle; 

ammo pricing; Alert maintenance fees; and hiring a clerk-typist or someone at a lesser rate to do 

scheduling and answering the phone.  Councilor Smith stated that the zoning clerk was in the budget for 

15 hours per week.  Brief discussion was conducted on the police generator. 

 

Scott Smith explained that the fire department expenses relate to the amount of fire tax received.  

Contributions remain at $40,000.00.  The Borough is responsible for the workers compensation which is 

through the state.   

 

Councilor Pisano left the meeting at 6:59 PM and returned at 7:01 PM.   

 

Councilor Smith and Councilor DeVrieze described the expense line items for the zoning department.  

Councilor DeVrieze stated that the planned purchases could be trimmed.   

 

DPW Director Doney, Councilor Canfield and Councilor Smith explained the line items in the public 

works departments.  Discussion was conducted on the fuel expenses for both the police department and 

the DPW.  A street sweeper was requested in a recent grant submission.  Mr. Doney is requesting a new 

truck in 2016. 

 

A bulb in a ceiling light blew out and fell to the floor at 7:04 PM.   

 

Councilor Smith stated that he had linked the wrong cells in the spreadsheet for the parking department 

wages.   He went through the line items explaining the expense purchases.  

 

Both Councilor Smith and Councilor DeVrieze spoke on stormwater expenses and flood control 

expenses that are needed.   Councilor Smith explained the line items in the pool section and the parks 

section of the budget worksheets.  

 

Mayor Bishop left the meeting at 7:15 PM and returned at 7:16 PM. 

 

Councilor Smith explained both the Pension Fund and the Debt Service Fund expenses and transfers 

which include a $250,000.00 Tax Anticipation Note but only $200,000.00 is expected to be borrowed.  

 

Discussion was conducted on possible reductions to the proposed expenses with the following 

participating: Councilor Smith, Councilor Canfield, Councilor DeVrieze, President Brennan, DPW 

Director Doney, Councilor Jennings, Secretary Poltanis, audience attendee Bill McAllister, Councilor 

Pisano and Councilor Barnes.  Topics included delaying ramps, delaying the purchase of the police car, 

the painting of the 5
th

 Street Bridge and whether to delay the project one year, an administrative assistant 
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to the police chief, delaying the roof on the borough garage, considering the former ambulance building 

garage as a purchase and possible restrictions, structural condition of the old borough garage, the 

demolition of the old borough garage and its price tag; being land-locked at the new borough garage; 

and pay raises or cost of living increase for the non-uniformed employees. 

 

Motion: Non-Uniformed Employee Raise  

Bill Canfield moved to give 2% increase to the non-uniformed employees.  MOTION DIED TO LACK 

OF SECONDED. 

 

President Brennan stated that he felt a one mill tax increase was needed to balance the budget.  

Councilor Canfield stated that he was against a tax increase.  Councilor Barnes stated that he was against 

a tax increase but thought the non-uniformed employees should get an increase and that Council should 

look to reducing expenses.   

 

Councilor Smith stated that the budget as discussed is roughly $110,000.00 in the red at this point.   

 

DPW Director Doney left the meeting at 7:33 PM. 

 

After brief discussion, President Brennan announced that another special meeting would be advertised 

for 6 PM on November 24, 2014 to discuss budget-related items and any other business.    President 

Brennan asked Councilor Smith what the amount would be needed to cut to allow a 2% raise for the 

non-uniformed employees. Councilor Smith stated that it would be roughly $100,000.00.   

 

Councilor Smith asked if President Brennan signed the letters for the proposed 2015 Tax Anticipation 

Note.  President Brennan answered in the affirmative.   Councilor Smith stated that action was needed 

on the Pension Distress Notice received and that it had to be discussed at a meeting on the options 

available.  Mockenhaupt will provide him information by next Monday’s meeting.   

 

 

Motion: Request – Leeward Construction  

Councilor Canfield read aloud a follow-up letter from Leeward Construction. He stated the Fire Chief’s 

concern that the fire trucks cannot make the turn onto Sunset.  Bill Canfield moved to grant use of 

Sunset Avenue as a detour during the construction of sanitary sewer line on Tryon Street.  Juanita Pisano 

seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.     

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Councilor Jennings read aloud correspondence from the Civil Service Commission that stated that the 

expiration of the eligibility list for patrolman has been extended one year.   In addition he read aloud a 

letter from Bill McAllister informing Council that he did not wish to be reappointed to the Civil Service 

Commission when his term ends in December of 2014. 
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Motion: Rescinding of Motion from November 10 2014 Council Meeting 

President Brennan stated that the motion made at the November 10 meeting did not specify the day shift 

as the intended shift to be reduced.   Discussion was conducted with the following participating:  

Councilor Jennings, Councilor Canfield, Solicitor Henry, President Brennan, Mayor Bishop, Councilor 

Barnes and Councilor Smith.  

 

Robert Jennings moved to rescind the November 10, 2014 motion regarding the reduction of the shift 

patrol officers.  Scott Smith seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye  

 

 

 

Motion: Reduction of Patrol Officers   

Robert Jennings moved to reduce the patrolling police officers from two to one during non-holiday week 

days for Shift Two, 8 AM to 4 PM through the end of this year 2014. Scott Smith seconded the motion.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Bill Canfield, Nay 

James Brennan, Aye  

 

Councilor Jennings requested that the Solicitor write the letter to the gas company about the cages 

needed as a result of the motion from the November 10, 2014 meeting.  President Brennan directed the 

Solicitor to write the letter. 

 

 

Motion: Special Meeting November 24, 2014 #1 

Bill Canfield moved to call a special meeting on November 24, 2014 at 6 PM concerning the 2015 

budget of the Honesdale Borough.   Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION WAS 

WITHDRAWN. 

 

 

Motion: Special Meeting November 24, 2014 #2 

Bill Canfield moved to call a special meeting to go over and finalize the 2015 budget and any other 

business for November 24, 2014 at 6 PM in Borough Hall.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  

MOTION CARRIED.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye 

James L. Brennan, Aye 
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President Brennan called an executive session to discuss police personnel matters at 7:53 PM at the 

request of Mayor Bishop.  Regular session resumed at 8:31 PM.   Attending the executive session were 

Borough Councilors, Solicitor Henry and Mayor Bishop.   

 

Adjournment 

Robert Jennings moved for adjournment at 8:31PM.  Scott Smith seconded the motion.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis, Borough Secretary 

 

Attachments:  No Agenda 

 

 


