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A special meeting was conducted on November 20, 2013, in Borough Hall, 958 Main Street, Honesdale, 

PA.  Council President F. J. Monaghan, Jr., presided at the meeting, which was called to order at 2 PM. 

  

Attending were Council President F. J. Monaghan, Jr., Vice-President James L. Brennan, Sam Mikulak, 

Robert Jennings, Scott Smith, Juanita Pisano and Harry DeVrieze.   Other Borough officials 

attending included Borough Secretary Judith Poltanis, Solicitor Richard Henry, and Traffic 

Engineer Mary Bogart.  Mayor Ed Langendoerfer joined the meeting at 2:08 PM. 

 

President Monaghan stated that the special meeting was advertised to discuss and further consider the 

traffic patterns on Main and Church Streets. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Citizen Input 

1. Robert Kretschmer, representative of the Honesdale Fire Department.  He read a prepared letter 

which has been made part of these minutes. 

2. Martin Hedgelon –former Councilor when the Bridge Project was being planned. Councilors were 

told to give the one-way traffic a couple of years to see how it would go.  Those couple of years have 

come and gone and maybe it is time to revisit.  Safety was always the issue. At the time, Councilors 

had to pick from three different plans and that it was the best option at the time.   

Comment:  Councilor Jennings asked that the main purpose for Council was that they wanted the 

bridge and had to take the option.  Mr. Hedgelon said yes.  Councilor Brennan stated that he was on 

Council at that time and he remembers it the same way.    

3. Cheryl Celeskey –resident for many years.  She says that a gauntlet has been laid down on Main 

Street—car doors opening into traffic lanes; pedestrians can show up in the middle of your lane 

because you are unable to see them coming from the side and if a driver gets through the gauntlet, 

they have to face two traffic lights.  She believes that traffic is going faster and doesn’t feel safe 

crossing the street as a pedestrian.  It is her belief that one-way traffic has not helped us. 

Comment:   Mayor Langendoerfer joined the meeting at 2:08 PM.   Councilor Jennings stated it is a 

great danger for the driver and liability on their fault. 

4. Greg Celeskey –member of the Planning Commission and pedestrian of Honesdale.  He stated that 

he was here to gather the facts.   He stated that he was aware of the safety issues.  His concern is the 

impact on Main Street businesses and keeping them thriving.  He basically was in attendance to 

gather facts and make the best approach.  

5. Bill McAllister,  One Way Traffic Complaint Committee Member – He stated that he has always 

been a proponent of two-way traffic for a number of years.  In August/September 2010 he and his 

significant other conducted a survey of visitors and people who were walking the streets and secured 

almost 1,000 signatures and one of the Councilman who was presented with the survey said that they 

were not voting members. Mr. McAllister said that the signors were shoppers. This is his 3
rd

 or 4
th

 

time in front of the podium on the issue.  He referenced Mrs. Malti’s death.  He stated that 

PennDot’s responsibility may be since they rammed it down our throats that we can ram it down 

theirs.  He stated that he provided a doctoral thesis from a young woman which included 36 cities.   

A survey of 66 businesses showed that 37 preferred to change back to two-way traffic.  He thinks 

PennDot should accept the responsibility to pay to put back two-way traffic. 

6. Liz Gregory – lives in Cherry Ridge.  She sees flaws since one-way traffic started. Others have 

stated sentiments that she was going to say – death on Church Street, and so many things.  She 
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would like to volunteer to get the traffic back to two-way.  She is adamant about changing it back. 

She noted the dangers now at the intersection since CVS opened. 

7. Mike Jones - business owner in town.  He is against one-way traffic.  It is a pain to carry a case of 

ammo down a block because that was the only parking space available.  Many older people coming 

to his store from Wilkes-Barre or Scranton use GPS and it says that they can turn up Main Street 

when they can’t.   The speed is a real safety factor.  Cars are switching lanes when people are 

crossing.   The CVS thing really bothers him especially because driving down Main Street drivers 

are thinking there are two lanes to turn left when there isn’t.   More signs are needed. He stated that 

he is building a new building in White Mills and he may have to move from Main Street, Honesdale. 

 

One Way Traffic Complaint Committee 

President Monaghan turned the meeting over to Councilor Jennings, chairman of the One Way Traffic 

Complaint Committee. 

 

Councilor Jennings requested that the following speak before Council: 

1. Tom Shepstone - One Way Traffic Complaint Committee Member  He stated that as a committee 

member he has attended committee meetings where the issues have been debated.   The safety factor 

is clear.  A significant detraction for pedestrians since we move cars but not the people.  The 

downtown area has a lot of seniors and individuals with disabilities and who are confronted with 

crossing the street.   The evidence that Mary Bogart will present will bear this out.  He was always a 

proponent of the bridge.  PennDot took so long in designing the project that by the time they got 

things going it was near the eight year period of the Parsons-Brinkerhoff study. PennDot did not 

want to do another study.  Everyone ran scared.   He spoke about the Transportation Improvement 

Program which is not controlled by PennDot per se but controlled by a committee which includes the 

County Commissioners. He urged Councilors not to be trapped by the money trap. 

2. Stan Pratt  He stated that he remembers a meeting at the high school where one of the options was 

two-way traffic but would have eliminated more parking spaces that the option chosen.  The option 

disappeared and the parking spaces were eliminated anyway.  As fire chief at that time, he expressed 

his concern that the crosswalks were on the downstream side of the intersection instead of the proper 

upstream side. He stated that when Borough officials contacted PennDot, PennDot told the Borough 

that the municipality had to pay to change the crosswalks.  He did thank Council for changing almost 

all of the crosswalks to the proper side.  Mr. Pratt expressed concern that at the 8
th

 St. and Church St. 

intersection, Highlights employees are crossing at the wrong side of the intersection and he believes 

someone else may lose their life.  Any emergency that occurs or involves emergency personnel does 

create a problem with one-way traffic.  He stated that traffic can be diverted and temporary two-way 

traffic can be made or diverted up Commercial Street but with a volunteer force it is difficult to get 

enough responders to come out to a call to handle the emergency let alone to do traffic control.  Mr. 

Pratt stated that while driving Main Street you need to look forward and behind you.  The fix is 

simple, he said – change Main and Church Streets back to two-way. Safety will be restored for 

shoppers and emergency volunteers. 

Comment:   Councilor Jennings asked if response time has been impacted.  Mr. Pratt stated that it 

was better with two-way traffic. He also stated that he informed his drivers to drive down the middle 

of the one way lanes so that the driver doesn’t have to worry about opening doors.  Councilor 

Jennings questioned Mr. Pratt about the recent gas emergency and traffic backup for 45 minutes. Mr. 

Pratt stated that the contractors working on the gas project hit a line. It took half the volunteer fire 
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department personnel and the Borough police to divert and direct traffic.  If the gas line had caught 

fire the backup of traffic would have taken hours for the evacuation. 

3. Mary Bogart - One Way Traffic Complaint Committee Member   She stated that she is the 

Borough’s Traffic Engineer.  Ms. Bogart stated that she was asked to give the results of her traffic 

study. She related the history of the Church Street Bridge Project from 2006 through 2009 when one 

way traffic commenced in October 2009.   In February 2013 a special meeting was conducted by the 

Committee to gather public opinion on the subject.  The consensus was that there was a split 

between the business owners and residents retaining one-way traffic and switching back to two-way 

traffic. In July of 2013, Council authorized Bogart Engineering to perform a study of accidents 

within the Borough.  She stated that accident summaries were obtained from PennDot. Since there 

was some confusion in the accident summaries, actual accident reports were provided by the 

Borough.  She was looking at the time period of January 2007 through January 2011.  The opening 

of the bridge happened near the middle of that time period.  The crash study was completed and 

presented to Mr. Monaghan. Ms. Bogart stated that the crash data received from PennDot is 

confidential and they were received for the purpose of a traffic study.  She said that she could not 

disclose specifics of the traffic study; however she stated that she could share the outcome of the 

study. She stated that the outcome was that the incident of crashes increased about 30% since one-

way traffic was instituted within the Borough.  The two most common accidents did not change 

those being angle accidents and rear-end accidents; however, the incidents of the crashes have 

increased.  So with the results of the study, she recommended that the Borough request PennDot 

reevaluate its decision to institute one-way traffic flow.  She stated that the request should ask that a 

review of crash history and emergency vehicle response would be the two engineering elements that 

PennDot should look into. 

Comment:     Councilor Smith asked her how many accidents are involved in the 30% increase.  

Ms. Bogart replied that Mr. Monaghan has the report but she did not feel she could disclosure that 

information publicly but would be happy to speak with him privately. 

 

Councilor Jennings stated that New Era Security of Waymart has provided free taping for seven months 

now of traffic on Main Street and wanted to express his gratitude to them for it.  He also stated that there 

are probably thousands of hours of tapes that show many of the concerns people have expressed today. 

The cameras were set up opposite the CVS store on the former Wayne Independent building.  The 

cameras were rotated so that all directions of traffic flow were captured showing incidents.  This will be 

a great asset to PennDot. 

 

Motion:   Request for Letter to be Sent to PennDot Regarding Traffic 

Juanita Pisano stated that on recommendation of the traffic committee she would like to make a motion 

that following a report from the Honesdale Borough Traffic Engineer, which includes a traffic study 

revealing a suspected thirty percent (30%) increase in motor vehicle accidents since the inception of 

one-way traffic in October 2009 and potentially limited emergency vehicle access and or response time, 

and because she believed that the existing traffic pattern is perilous to pedestrians and motorists alike, 

she moved that Honesdale Borough Council formally request the Pennsylvania Department of 

Transportation to initiate an immediate evaluation of existing one-way traffic in Honesdale Borough; 

recommend to PennDOT a return of conventional two-way traffic patterns on Main Street and Church 

Street in Honesdale Borough at the sole and exclusive cost and expense of PennDOT; to take any and all 

preliminary action necessary to accomplish this conversion, and to authorize Borough Council President 

F. J. Monaghan, Jr. to transmit notice of this action to PennDOT immediately.  Harry DeVrieze 
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seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.   Discussion ensued with the following participants:  

Councilor Smith, Councilor Pisano, Councilor Jennings, President Monaghan, Solicitor Henry, and Tom 

Shepstone.  Discussion items included what if PennDot says no; what other sources of funding are 

available; elements that should be contained in the letter to PennDot; whether the traffic study will be 

sent to PennDot at this time; whether or not the request would allow PennDot to say yes to two-way 

traffic but make the Borough pay for the cost of conversion; and the likelihood that PennDot may come 

back with other options.   President Monaghan stated that he wanted to go on record that he is in favor of 

going back to two-way traffic. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Sam Mikulak, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

F. J. Monaghan, Aye 

 

Adjournment 

Robert Jennings moved for adjournment at 2:45 PM.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.   

 

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis, Borough Secretary 

 

 

No Agenda 

Attachments:  Honesdale Fire Dept. Letter 
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