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A special meeting was conducted on November 20, 2013, in Borough Hall, 958 Main Street, Honesdale, 

PA.  Council President F. J. Monaghan, Jr., presided at the meeting, which was called to order at 6 PM. 

  

Attending were Council President F. J. Monaghan, Jr., Vice-President James L. Brennan, Sam Mikulak, 

Robert Jennings, Scott Smith, , Jr., Juanita Pisano and Harry DeVrieze.   Other Borough officials 

attending included Borough Secretary Judith Poltanis, Solicitor Richard Henry, Police 

Commissioner Richard Southerton and Mayor Ed Langendoerfer. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

No one was registered to speak. 

 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

 

Motion  Ordinance Amendment     

Sam Mikulak moved to advertise the draft amendment to Chapter 147 –Parks and Recreation, for 

adoption at the December 9, 2013, regular Council meeting.  Scott Smith seconded the motion.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Sam Mikulak, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

F. J. Monaghan, Aye 

 

 

Motion   Resolution –Community Conservation Partnerships   

Sam Mikulak moved to adopt Resolution #2013-020 to close out the Community Conservation 

Partnerships Grant Project which states that the plan was completed; expenditures paid according to the 

grant agreement; the plan is acceptable to Honesdale Borough; and that the plan will be used as guide 

for future recreation and conservation decisions.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.  President 

Monaghan and Secretary Poltanis explained that the Resolution number needed to be changed to #2013-

019 because resolutions are numbered in the order of adoption.  Councilors Mikulak and DeVrieze were 

ok with the change.  .  MOTION CARRIED 

Roll Call Vote: 

Sam Mikulak, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye 

Scott Smith, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

F. J. Monaghan, Aye 

 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  

 

Motion   Resolution -  Purchasing Procedures 

Scott Smith moved to adopt Resolution #2013-020 which rescinds Resolution No. 2012-005 and 

establishes the procedures for expenditure of municipal funds; expenditure authorized to be paid without 
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Council approval; the use of purchase orders; and the establishment of authorized purchasing 

representatives.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Sam Mikulak, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

F. J. Monaghan, Aye 

 

 

2014 Budget Discussions 

Councilor Smith explained in detail the following financial documents:  2014 tax summary sheet, a 

summary of departments and funds; and line item breakdown of the departments and funds.  He stated 

that the value of a mil had not been determined yet since the County Assessment office had not sent the 

annual statement.  He stated that updates would be provided since he located an error in the comparison 

from the summary to the detail report.   Councilor Smith stated that the budget included funds for the 

DPW roof repair and replacement lights and the front window replacement at Borough Hall.  He stated 

that he forgot to include a judgment payment in the expenses.   Councilor Smith answered questions 

from Councilor DeVrieze regarding Administration expenses and the $99,300.00 for the loan payment 

for 2014.  Secretary Poltanis asked why the line painting expense was not reflected in the Liquid Fuels 

expense line item and Councilor Smith stated that it would an unplanned expense in 2014 since an 

updated estimate wouldn’t be received until 2014.   

 

Councilor Jennings asked about the cable franchise tax.  Councilor Smith stated that Borough Council 

voted it down last year.  Discussion ensued with the following participants:  Mayor Langendoerfer, 

Councilor Smith, Councilor Jennings, Councilor Brennan and President Monaghan. 

 

Mayor Langendoerfer asked if the budget included raises.  Councilor Smith stated that he did research 

and found that most of the Borough’s employees are at low or below average wages for their positions. 

Councilor Smith stated that last year everyone got a $1.00 per hour raise.   He stated that he would 

provide to everyone what he suggests the pay rates should be to bring the positions up to where they 

should be. 

 

Councilor DeVrieze asked where the money was from the tax revenue generated from the mistake made. 

Councilor Smith stated that the revenue generated was around $60,000.00.  Councilor Smith also stated 

that due to the Liquid Fuels findings that money had to be paid back to Liquid Fuels for the previous 

Councils’ mistakes.  

 

Meeting attendee Carolyn Lorent asked about the Rev. Doherty Fund.  Councilor Smith explained the 

history of the fund and how the distributions are made.   

 

Councilor Smith stated that the increase that the fire company requested can be made without changing 

the overall tax total but by reducing the real estate tax to 4.03 mil.  He also stated that at the December 

regular meeting each of the fire companies would be receiving around $2,000.00 which would mean that 

each company would receive approximately $6,000.00.  

 

Councilor Smith stated that the budget worksheets reflect changes in the health care plans due to the 

Affordable Health Care Act. 
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Motion  Finance   Tentatively adopt budget with 10 day inspection  

Scott Smith moved to tentatively adopt the 2014 budget presented at this meeting for a 10 day public 

inspection period.  James Brennan seconded the motion. Councilor DeVrieze asked if salary changes 

could still be made after this adoption.  Councilor Smith stated yes. Councilor Smith stated that he 

would provide the paper with a copy of the proposed budget.  Councilor DeVrieze asked if the budget 

would be available for review prior to the next meeting.  Councilor Smith stated yes it can be reviewed. 

MOTION CARRIED.   

Roll Call Vote: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Sam Mikulak, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

F. J. Monaghan, Aye 

 

 

Motion    2014 Tax Anticipation Note     

Scott Smith moved that Honesdale Borough seek financing from the banks for a 2014 tax anticipation 

note in the amount of $200,000.00.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Sam Mikulak, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

F. J. Monaghan, Aye 

 

 

Councilor Smith outlined in detail changes between the current Blue Cross Plans and the proposed 

plans.  He stated that the uniform plan would increase the deductible to $250.00 which they have agreed 

to.  The non-uniform plan would go up to a $2,000.00 Blue Cross deductible which the Borough will 

offset by the Standard Insurance GAP policy.  However, the Borough will pay for several items that the 

GAP insurance does not pay for which includes chiropractic services and outpatient mental health 

services. The Borough will pay the difference for these items that would have been covered under the 

current policy.  This is a cost savings for the Borough.  Councilor Smith stated that the non-uniform 

employees contribute 10 percent of the costs of the two health plans and the dental and vision plans. 

 

Motion   Non-Uniform Health insurance  policy renewal  

Scott Smith moved to accept a change to the non-uniform health insurance plans to a $2,000 deductible 

per person up to two people, with Blue Cross/Blue Shield and add a GAP insurance plan from Standard 

Insurance for the employees with the employees covering a $250.00 deductible per person up to 2 and 

the Borough cover any additional costs with increases in co-pays and items not covered by Standard to 

match the Blue Cross/Blue Shield co-pays to start 1 December 2013.  James Brennan seconded the 

motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Sam Mikulak, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

F. J. Monaghan, Aye 
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Executive Session 

President Monaghan stated that an executive session would be conducted for police negotiations. 

Executive Session began at 6:56 PM.  Regular session resumed at 7:57 PM. 

 

 

Adjournment 

Robert Jennings moved for adjournment at 7:57 PM.  James Brennan seconded the motion.   

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis, Borough Secretary 

 

 

No Agenda 

 

 


