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A special meeting of the Honesdale Borough Council was conducted on March 21, 2014, in 

Honesdale Borough Hall, 958 Main Street, Honesdale, PA.  Council President James L. Brennan, 

Jr., presided at the meeting, which was called to order at 5 PM. 

  

Attending were Council President James Brennan, Jr., Tiffany S. Kominski, MSP, Robert Jennings, 

Vice-President Bill Canfield, Juanita Pisano and Carolyn Lorent.      Scott Smith attended 

via speakerphone with everyone. 

Other Borough officials attending included Borough Secretary Judith Poltanis, Solicitor Richard 

Henry and Mayor Ed Langendoerfer. 

 

President Brennan stated that the meeting was called by Councilor Tiffany Kominski and Councilor 

Bill Canfield for the purpose of discussing and possible vote on the police contract. 

 

Councilor Canfield stated that he would like the paragraphs “Rank Structure” and “All vacancies in 

rank within the police department” be put back into the contract that was agreed upon two weeks 

ago.  Councilor Smith stated that he would second any motion to that effect. 

 

President Brennan stated the he spoke with the Solicitor who provided a rewrite of the section so 

that it was not in conflict with the Borough Code.  He stated that an email was received from Mr. 

Smith saying that the corrections from Mr. Henry are ok.  He stated that he gave the corrections to 

the police and is awaiting a response from the police representatives. 

 

Discussion ensued with the following participating: President Brennan, Mayor Langendoerfer, 

Solicitor Henry, Councilor Smith, Councilor Jennings, Vice-President Canfield, and Councilor 

Lorent.  

 

Discussion topics included reading wording from the Borough Code and the Civil Service 

Commission, the wording of Councilor Smith’s email of March 21, 2014, the fact that President 

Brennan presented an item to the police representatives without approval of Borough Council first, 

the sending of the email dated March 20, 2014 from President Brennan, additional changes of the 

date that the union proposed for the filling of the position of Chief, and concerns from the police 

bargaining representatives about changing of the paragraphs. Councilor   

 

Vice-President Canfield read aloud both paragraphs as presented in the email from Keith Colombo 

to Councilor Smith which was distributed to Councilors. 

 

Bill Canfield read aloud the following to be added to the proposed contract “ Rank structure of the 

Police Department shall be as follows:  One (1) Chief of Police; 91) Lieutenant, Two (2) Sergeants 

after which the remaining police officers shall be either a Patrol Officer of the First Class, as 

defined above, or a regular patrolman.  All vacancies within the Police Department for the position 

of Lieutenant or Sergeant shall be filled within thirty (30 days of the opening of the vacancy by the 

appointment of an officer to an acting capacity of the rank for which there is a vacancy. After the 

appointment of any officer to an “acting” capacity, the Borough shall, immediately, formally notify 

the Civil Service Commission of said vacancy and request that the process begin to fill the vacancy 

permanently. In the case of a vacancy in the office of Chief of Police, the Borough shall start that 

process under which the vacancy shall be filled.  The appointment of the Chief of Police shall be 
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filled at the sole and exclusive discretion of the Borough, but on a reasonably timely basis to ensure 

appropriate administration of the Police Department.  Notwithstanding anything herein to the 

contrary, the Borough shall have through May 1, 2014, to fill the existing vacancy of Chief of 

Police.” Discussion ensued with the following participating: President Brennan, Mayor 

Langendoerfer, Solicitor Henry, Councilor Smith, Councilor Jennings, and Vice-President Canfield.  

Solicitor Henry reminded Councilors to stay within the confines of the meeting description.    

 

Motion #1: Adding paragraphs to the Police Contract  

Bill Canfield moved to accept the Solicitor’s wording with the exception of changing the July 1, 

2014, date to May 1, 2014.  Scott Smith seconded the motion.  Councilor Lorent asked why the 

contract is for seven years.  Solicitor Henry clarified that the only draft contract approved by 

Council was the one two weeks ago; then it was given to the police negotiation team.  Patrolman 

Keith Colombo asked to address Council about the proposal received from President Brennan and 

asked Councilor Smith to confirm that he and Councilor Smith discussed the proposal.  Solicitor 

Henry stated that a motion was on the floor and comments from the public should not be taken.  The 

negotiation team should have had the courtesy to respond to Mr. Brennan.  Solicitor did not think it 

appropriate to let Patrolman Colombo speak.  Councilor Jennings stated that all three members of 

the Borough’s negotiation team should have been contacted not just Councilor Smith. MOTION 

DEFEATED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

 Scott Smith, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Nay  Carolyn Lorent, Nay 

 Tiffany Kominski, Aye Robert Jennings, Nay  Bill Canfield, Aye 

 James Brennan, Nay 

 

 

Motion #2: Adding paragraphs to the Police Contract  

Robert Jennings moved to accept the legal phrasing of Solicitor Richard Henry which states July 1, 

2014 as the date to fill the vacancy of Chief of Police.   Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  

Councilor Lorent questioned what the issue with the date is.  Councilor Jennings explained that the 

schedule at Lackawanna College changed and that Mr. Southerton would not be able to get his Act 

120.  Councilor Lorent asked if the position would be re-advertised.  Multiple Councilors answered 

yes.  Solicitor Henry explained that it would be re-advertised. Councilor Canfield stated that he 

believed that President Brennan was trying to coerce Councilor Lorent’s vote when she was hesitant 

in voting. MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

 Carolyn Lorent, Aye  Scott Smith, Nay  Tiffany Kominski, Nay  

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Bill Canfield, Nay 

 James Brennan, Aye 

 

Vice-President Canfield left the meeting at 5:39 PM. 

 

Solicitor Henry stated that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the contract.  Councilor Lorent 

proposed that the contract be a 3 or 5 year contract.  Councilor Jennings stated that the original 

contact proposal from the police was for a four year term.  Councilor Smith stated that the current 

Councilors would be negotiating any current contract if it was a four year contract not the next 
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Council.   Others participants in the contract length discussion were Solicitor Henry, President 

Brennan, Councilor Jennings, and Juanita Pisano. 

Citizen Input 

The following individuals registered to speak before Council: 

1. Harry DeVrieze – asked the Mayor what things the police gave up during negotiations. He 

urged Councilors to do the math.  He stated that at the end of the contract several officers 

would be able to retired. He also stated that Officer Colombo has 32 weeks banked time. Mr. 

DeVrieze suggested that an arbitrator figure it out to save taxpayers money.   Response 

Mayor Langendoerfer referred the question to Councilor Smith who stated that the question 

was not appropriate for the meeting. 

2. Mark Zimmer – He stated that he did not have any comments. 

 

Adjournment 

Motion    Adjournment 

Robert Jennings moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:47 PM.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

   

 

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis 

Borough Secretary 

 

 

Attachments:  No Agenda 

 


