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A special meeting of the Honesdale Borough Council was conducted on September 4, 2013, in 

Borough Hall, 958 Main Street, Honesdale, PA.  Council President F. J. Monaghan, Jr., presided at 

the meeting, which was called to order at 6 PM. 

  

Attending were Council President F. J. Monaghan, Jr., Council Vice-President James Brennan, Jr., 

Scott Smith, Harry DeVrieze, Robert Jennings, Sam Mikulak and Juanita Pisano.  Other 

Borough officials attending included Borough Secretary Judith Poltanis, and Mayor Ed 

Langendoerfer. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

President Monaghan stated that the purpose of the special meeting was to appoint an arbitrator as 

per Act 111 regarding correspondence from Jennings Sigmond; to discuss the Chief of Police 

vacancy and the selection process for that vacancy; and then there will be an executive session for 

an update on police negotiations and then Council will interview candidates for the Chief of Police 

vacancy. 

 

Citizen Input, by Sign In 
No citizen registered to speak. 

 

Act 111 Correspondence 

Councilor Smith stated that two items have to be met 1) negotiations would have to have been 

started more than six months prior to the end of the contract; 2) negotiations for more than 30 days; 

and 3) if an impasse was expected, notification would have to be 110 days prior to the end of the 

contract.  Councilor Smith stated that Thomas Jennings has been designated to serve as the 

Honesdale Police Officers Association Arbitrator for the impasse.  The Borough has five days to 

select an Arbitrator and then the two parties have ten days to select the third or neutral Arbitrator. 

If an Arbitrator is not selected then the American Arbitrators Association for a $750.00 fee provides 

a list of arbitrators.  Solicitor Henry is ineligible to be the Arbitrator as he has represented the police 

in matters.  Councilor Smith stated that he contacted Atty. Anthony Waldron but has not received a 

reply.  Councilor Smith stated that Solicitor Henry did have a list available of arbitrators.  

Discussion was conducted on available attorneys and the creation of a sub-committee and its 

authorized duties.  Participants in the discussion were Councilor Smith, Councilor Jennings, 

President Monaghan, Mayor Langendoerfer, Councilor DeVrieze, and Councilor Pisano. 

 

Motion: Sub-Committee to Select Arbitrator 

Scott Smith moved that a sub-committee consisting of Harry DeVrieze, Robert Jennings and Scott 

Smith be authorized to select an arbitrator for the police negotiations.  Juanita Pisano seconded the 

motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

 Juanita Pisano, Aye    Sam Mikulak, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  

 Robert Jennings, Aye   Scott Smith, Aye   James Brennan, Aye 

 F. J. Monaghan, Aye 
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President Monaghan asked for suggestions as to the process to use for the interviews and then 

nominations can be made and a vote could be taken tonight or the vote could be deferred until 

Monday’s regular meeting.   Councilor Brennan suggested that paper slips should be used with 

Councilors writing down their choices; then totals tabulated and whoever has the majority vote. 

President Monaghan stated that that action could not be done in executive session.   If there are 

nominations they can be done after the interviews and then voted upon or deferred to Monday’s 

regular meeting.  Councilor Jennings stated that consideration can be made after the interviews if 

Councilors are prepared. 

 

President Monaghan stated that the executive session will be for an update on police negotiations 

and then Council will interview candidates for the Chief of Police vacancy.  Executive session 

began at 6:15 PM   Councilor Smith left the meeting at 8:45 PM.  Regular session resumed at 8:59 

PM. 

 

President Monaghan called for nominations for Police Chief or to defer the matter until the next 

regular meeting Monday, Sept. 9 2013. 

 

Motion: Nominations for Police Chief 

James Brennan moved to nominate Richard Southerton to the Civil Service Commission as the next 

Chief of Police.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.    President Monaghan called thrice for any 

other nominations.  Hearing none, President Monaghan closed nominations.   MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Sam Mikulak, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  James Brennan, Aye  F. J. Monaghan, Aye   

 

 

President Monaghan stated that he would call all the candidates himself. 

 

Motion:   Adjournment 

Robert Jennings moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 PM.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis, Borough Secretary 

 

 

Note:   No Agenda  
 


