
H0NESDALE BOROUGH ORDIITIANCE lrto.616

An Ordinance to amend the Code of $e Bomugh of Honesdab, Wayne
County, Pennsylvania, to add a new Chapter 163, to be €ntited Rental
Proprty, whici chapter pmvides for the regulation of resldential rental units.

1. PURPOSE.
It is the purpose of thie Ordinance and the policy of tre Council of

the Boough of Honesdale, in order to protect and promote the public health,
safety and vrelfare of ib cltizens to establish dghh and obl[ations of owners
and occupanb relating b rcsidential r€ntat unib in the Borough of Honesdale
and to encnurage owners and o$upants to mainbln and improve flrre quallty
of rental housing within the mnrmunlty. lt ls also the policy of the Borough
that ownen, managerc and occupants share nsponsibilities to obey the
various codes adophd to protect and promote the public health, sabty and
welfarc. As a means to those ends, this Odinance provides for a system of
rceidential rental rcgisfation and llcenses and sets penaltle for violations.
This Ordinane shall be liberally consfrued and applred to promote ib
purposes and policies.

ln consldering the adoption of this Chapter, the Council of he
Borough of Honesdale makes the follorrring ffndings:

A. The Borough has experienced more problems $Jith the
maintenance d residential rcnEl propert'tes.

B. There ls a greater incidence of distubances whlch
dversely afbctthe peace and quiet of the neighbofiood at rssidenffal renbl
properties than at owner occupied rcsidential propertias.

C. The health, safety and welfare of occupanb of rcntal
units within the Borough rvould be enhanced by a system ol residential rental
unit licensing, insuring compliane of the Codes gwerning the maintenance
of exlsting sfucfures.

2. APPOINTilEI{T AND DUTIES OF CODE ENFORCETTENT
OFFICER

The Borough Gode Enforcement Officer or such other indlvidual
or firm appointed by the Borough Council shall administer th's Ordinance in
accordance with its terms and shall be responshle for instituting enforcement
proc,eedings on behalf of the Borough.

3, oEFtNtTtoNS.
3.1. Genera!. As used in this Chapter, tre folbw{ng terms

shall have the meaning indicated unless a different meaning clearly appeam
fromhe mntext:

Agent An adult individual designated by the owrer of
a residential rental unit as a responsible local agent.

Borough: The Borough of Honesdale, Wayne Coung,
Pennsylvania

Code: Any Code or Ordinance adopted or in efect in
and for the Borough of Honesdale, as arnnded fiom tinre to time.

Code Enforuement fficer: lhe Ofrcer is charged with
the administration of this Ordinance or any duly authorized mprcsentative of
said Offcer.

Residen$al Rental Unit The residenlial unlt occupied
by a person other than the oumer.

Ovuner: The legal or beneficial holder of litle to a
rcsidentialunit.

Residential Unit Any structurally enclosed ama
including or intending to include sleeping facllities.

Disrupf'rue Conduct Any brm of conduct action,
incident or behavior perpehated, caused or pemltted by any occupant or

visitor of a resldential rental unit that is so hud, ofiensive, riohus or that
otheruise disturbs other persons or of reasonable sensibility in theh peaceful
enloyment of theh premises 0r causes damage to said premises such that a
report is made to a police oficer complaining of such conduct, action,
incitlent or behavftx. lt h not necessary ftat such conduct, ac{ion, incident or
behavior constituh a cdminal offense, nor that criminal charges be filed
against any person in oder for sald person to have perpetrated, caused or
permitted the commission of disruptive conduct as defined herein. Provided,
however, that no disruptive conduct shall be deem€d to have incured unhss
a publb offcer or a plice officer shall investigate and make a determina$on
that such did occur. The tenant, the owner and the responsible agent shall
be notified of any such occunences in wdfing.

Residential Rental Registration and Lhense: 
" 

A
docurpnt issued every year for a fue by the Borough of Honesdale to he
owner or responslble agent of a residential rental unit evidencing the
existence of said rssidential rental unit upon completed application by ouner
or agent to the Borough of Honesdale.

owNER{S)'DUT|ES
It shall be the duty of every owner to keep and maintain all

regulated rentalunk and premises in compliance with all applioable mdes
and pmvisions of all ofter applicable laus and regulations and loml
ordinances and b keep said property in a good and safe conditbn. As
provided in this Chapter, ev€ry ovrner shall be respnsibb for regulating the
proper and lawful use of said proporty.

REMAL REGISTRATION AND LICENSE.

License Requirement. lt shall be unlavful for any
person, firm or buslnes entlty h onduct $ operab or cause to be rented
efther as ovmer, agent 0r nunager withln the Borough any msklential unit
witrout having first obtained a license to do so as hercafter pmvided.

3.3 Application. Within ninety (90) days after the
effective date of ttris Ordinance and annually themaft€r, the owner of each
residential renhl unit exi$ing on the effectlve date of this 0rdinance shall
make yuritten applbation to the Code Enforcennnt Officer br a license for
such use on a fonn to be supplied by the Code Enforcement Offcer and
containing such infomation as nooossary to administer and enfore and to
insure compliance with fte provisions of ffris Odinance and he Bomugh
Building Codes.

3.3(a) Dedgnation of Agent. Every owner who
ls not a full time Bsident of the Borough of Honesdale or elsewhere in an
area that is not wifriln a trcnty (20) mile radlus of the Borough of Honesdale,
shalldeslgnab an agent who shall rcside ln the Borough of Honesdale or in
an area that is wihin a trcnty (20) mile nadius of fle Borough of Honesdale.
lf the owner is a business entlty, an agent shall be required if an offrcer of he
business does not reslde withln the aforesaid area. The agent shall be
authorlzed by the ownerto rcoeive service of pmcess, notices and demands,
as well as perform the obligations of the owner under this Ordinance, The
identity, address and telephone number of the person wln is designated as
agent shall be prcvided by owner or agent to the Borough and such
information shall be kept cunent and updated as lt changes.

3,4 lssuancE of License. Upon the receipt of a tully
completed applicathn, includlng lhe list of tenants' names and the
appropdate license fee and pmvided that the owner is not in violation of the
requircmenh of ttris Chapter or any ordinance or code of tre Borough, the
Code Enhrcement Offioer shall issue a license for the property.

3.5 Renewal of Llcenge. Emh license shallexpire on the
date set on the license and shallbe renerrred upn reapplication by owner as
long as owner is not in violation of the requirements of this Chapter or any
ordinance or mde of the Borough,

3.1

3.2



3.6 Transfer ol Ucenre/Change of Owneehlp, License
issued is transhrable to any person or entity wlro has acquired ownershlp of
the licensed resldential rental unit for the unexpird portion ofthe licensed
term fur whlch lt uas issued or e,issued, provlded hat the application to
tnansfrn such license is fil€d with tp Code Enbrcem€nt 0ffi@r at least (10)
days pior to any change in ownership and the licensed resldenlial rental unit
is in compliance with allof the Borough codes and ordinances.

4. MAINTEI{ANCE 0F PREITIISES.
The owner shall maintain the pemises in compliance with ttre

applicabb codes of the Borough and shall regularty perbrm all routine
mainhnance and shall prcmptly make any necessary rcpairs to fulfi|l ftis
obligation.

4.1 lnspectlons by Code Enforcement Offloer. The
ovrmer shall permit inspections of any premises by the Code Enbrcement
fficer at reasonable times upon reasonable notice. The Gode Enforcement
oftoer may inspect premises with the tenant's approval at any reasonable
time.

5, TENANT'S DUTIES.
Tenant shall comply with all applbable codes and ordinances of

he Bonough of Honesdale.
5.1 Inrpec{lon of Premises. The tenant shall permit

inspections of any premises by the Code Enfolcement Officer at reasonable
fimes upon reasonable notlce. The Code Enbrcenrent Officer may inspect
premlses wtth an ownefs approval at any reasonable tinre.

5.2 Dlsruptlve Conduct The occupant slrallnot engage
in nor blenate nor pemit ohers on the premises h engage in disruptive
conduct or other violations of his Odinance.

5.2a When polhe investigate an alleged incident
of disruptive condu$ he or she shall comptete a disruptfue
conduct rcport upon a finding fiat fte eported incident did in his
or her Judgrnnt constitute disruptive conduct aa defined hereln.
The information filed on said report shall includq ff posible, he
identity or identities of he alleged perpehabr of the dlsruptive
onduct and all oher obtaimble information includlng tho factual
basis for he disruptfue mnduct requeshd 0n he prescdbetl fom.
Where the police make such invesligations, said poli,ce officer
shall ften submit fte completed disruptive $nduct rcport b ilu
Code Enforcement Ofricer. In all cases, notice of the disruptive
conduct shall be mailed to lhe ourner or agent within trree (3)
wo*ing days of the occunence of $e atleged disruptro conduct.

5.2b Ater three (3) dlsruptive conduct incirdents
in any twelve (12) month psrbd by an occupant, the owner or
agent shall have ten (10) uprking days ftom tre date of receiving
the notice to begin wiction proceedings against the occupants.
Failurc to take such acton will result in the imnpdiate revocation
of the Residenthl Rental License. This paragraph is not inhnded
to limft the own€r or agent from initiating evicton acfions prior to
the thild disruptive incident.

6. GROUI{DS FOR IION.RENEI'UAL SUSPEiISION OR
REVOCATIOI'I OF LICENSE

GENERAI - The Code Enforcement Officer may suspend a
license upn a ffnding that one 0r tyxlc of the requlrcrenb of the Borough
Codes or Boough Zonlng Ordinance has been violated, The Code
Enforcement Offcer shall gfue written notlce to the ou,ner and agent lf
appllcable of the violations of the Borcugh Codes or Zoning Ordinance.
Upon faihre of he licensed holder to conect the violation stated in the notic-e
of viohtion wiftln thirty (30) days, the license may be revoked, The
suspended license may be reinsbted upon nceting the requirements of the
Code,

6,1 Non-Ronewal. Non-renewal ls the determination by
the Code Enforcement Officer that an oume/s application for a license
should not be granted or renewed because the oumer is in violation of a
provis{on or pnvisions of any Borough Code. The Code Enforcement Officer
will accept applicatbn for renewal of a license but will not approv€ or
disappmve the same until all prior vblations of thh Code ha€ been
onec{ed.

6.2 Fallure to File an Appllcatlon for Rosidentlal Rental
Licemo. ln fte ewnt that an ouner fails to file an application br a
msidentialrentallbense as requircd by this Chapler, the Code Enforcement
Offcer shall povide wdften notice b the ovmer that unless owner ffles said
application wihin ten (10) business days of fte <late of fte btter, tp Code
Enbrcement Officer may deny license renewal after the expiration of $e
present liense and/or fle charges for the violation. e

0,3 Discontinuatlon of Occupancl, When a license has
been denied, expired, suspended or revoked, no furfrcr rental or occupancy
of such rental unhs shallbe permifred untila llcens€ has hen lssued.

7. VIOLATIONSAI,IDPET.IALTIES.
li shall be unlawful for any person as either owner or agent of a

regulated rental unit for whlch a license is mquired to oporah without a valkl
curent license issued by the Bomugh auttrodzing such opention. lt shall be
unlavlftrlfor any o$,ner 0r occupant to violate this Ordinance.

7.1 Any owner bund to be openating a rcsidential rental
unit wrlhout an effectlve rental license shall be subjecl
to a fine in the arnount of onehundred dollans and no
cents ($100.00) a day for every day the owner is bund
to be operaflng the resklential rental unit without a
license issued from the Bomugh of Honesdale.

7.2 Any person vblatlng any of tte ofier pmvisions ol tris
0rdinance ehall be subiect to a fine of fifty dollars
($50.00) for a first ofiense, one hundmd dollan
($100.00) br eecond ofiense and one hundmd and
fifty dollars ($150.00) for each ofiense thereafter.

8. FEE.
The fee for a Residential Rental Limnse shall be set by Borough

Council upon enactnent of this Ordinance and may be amended by Bolough
Councll from tirne to time.

9, lroTtcEs.
Allmailings under this Odinance shall be mde by the Borough

of Honesdab via United Shtes mail, postage prepaid, certiffed mail, retum
rsceipt roquested.

10. EFFECTIVEDATE.
This Ordinance shall be deemed efiective on the lSutday of

May,2000.

Enacted this 18m Day of May 2006.

S E A L

Honedale Borough Council

Walter T. Klein, Council Presklent

Patricia A. Seipp, Boough Secretary/Treasurer
ATTEST:

Jonathan ftih, Mayoof Honesdale

Raymond L. Hamill, Borough Soliciior


